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Calendar 

MAY 

5/1 11:30 a.m. 
Prime Timer’s 
luncheon 

5/1–5/3 
Conference Ladies’ 
Retreat 

5/2 9:00a.m.–Noon 
Membership Class 

 10:00–Noon 
Dress rehearsal for 
children’s musical 

5/3 8:30 & 10:50 a.m. 
Children’s Musical: 
―Simon Says‖ 

 6:00 p.m. 
Communion 

 7:00 p.m. 
Annual Society 
Meeting (childcare 
provided?) 

5/4 7:30 p.m. 
Spring Ring VI 

5/5 6:30 p.m. 
Ladies’ summer 
Bible study begins 

5/7 6:45–7:15 a.m. 
National Day of 
Prayer Observance 
(CMC) 

5/9 10:00–Noon 
Dress rehearsal for 
the Singing 
Celebration 

 10:15 a.m. 
Outreach event 

5/10 6:00 p.m. 
Singing Celebration 

5/12 6:00–9:00 p.m. 
Handbell Choirs 
Picnic (CMC) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Y es, as a matter of fact, I do believe 

in the Devil. So did radio 

commentator, journalist and Christian, 

Paul Harvey. Here‘s what he had to say 

on the subject. (As you read, please note 

that he made these prophetic comments 

16 years ago.) 

If I Were the Devil... 

―If I were the prince of darkness I‘d 

want to engulf the whole world in 

darkness, and I‘d have a third of its real 

estate and four fifths of its population. 

But I wouldn‘t be happy until I had seized 

the ripest apple on the tree: thee. So I‘d 

set about however necessary, to take over 

the United States.  

I‘d subvert the churches first. I‘d begin 

with a campaign of whispers. With the 

wisdom of a serpent I would whisper to 

you as I whispered to Eve, ‗Do as you 

please.‘ To the young I would whisper 

that the Bible is a myth. I would convince 

them that man created God, instead of the 

other way around. I would confide that 

what‘s bad is good, and what‘s good is 

square. And the old I would teach to pray 

after me, ‗our father which art in 

Washington…‘  

And then I‘d get organized: I‘d 

educate authors in how to make lurid 

literature exciting so that anything else 

would appear dull and uninteresting. I‘d 

threaten TV with dirtier movies, and visa 

versa. I‘d peddle narcotics to whom I 

could. I‘d sell alcohol to ladies and 

gentlemen of distinction. I‘d tranquilize 

the rest with pills.  

If I were the devil I‘d soon have 

families at war with themselves; churches 

at war with themselves; and nations at 

war with themselves; until each in its turn 

was consumed. And with promises of 

higher ratings, I‘d have mesmerizing 

media fanning the flames.  

If I were the devil I would encourage 

schools to refine young intellect, but 

neglect to discipline emotions; just let 

those run wild, until before you knew it 

you‘d have to have drug-sniffing dogs 

and metal detectors at every schoolhouse 

door.  

Within a decade I‘d have prisons 

overflowing; I‘d have judges promoting 

pornography. Soon I could evict God 

from the courthouse, then from the 

schoolhouse, and then from the houses of 

Congress. And in His own churches I 

(Continued on page 11) 
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by Shirley McMillan 

Curtis and Arlene Allen 

S earching for a new church home, the 

Allens visited WFMC in November 

2007. Welcomed and pulled in by love, 

they knew at once their search was over. 

They had previously lived in Wilmore 

while Curt studied at Asbury Seminary to 

prepare for pastoral ministry. After 

graduation he pastored for 6½ years at 

churches in Kentucky, near Danville and 

near Nonesuch. 

Curt grew up in Lake Odessa, 

Michigan, and Arlene in Big Rapids, 

Michigan. He came to Christ at age 17 as 

a result of seeds planted and nurtured by a 

Christian babysitter and a Christian 

neighbor. After responding to an 

invitation at church, he read the Bible 

from cover to cover in six weeks. ―And I 

am not a reader!‖ he says. After high 

school he attended Ferris State College in 

Big Rapids and became active in a 

fellowship of Christian students. 

Arlene grew up going to church and 

accepted Christ in fifth grade. But when 

she was 15 her father died and she became 

angry with God. She was alienated from 

the church for several years and became a 

single mother. Later, though not a student, 

she joined the campus group seeking 

Christian fellowship—and met this 

Christian fellow named Curt. He fell in 

(Continued on page 9) 

Julie Jobryce 

M eet Julie Jobryce, who ―came 

home‖ to WFMC in October 2007 

when she moved back to Wilmore. She 

had attended here previously while a 

student at Asbury College and while 

working in the admissions office for 

three years after graduating in 1998. 

Born in North Mankato, Minnesota, 

Julie grew up in Central Illinois with two 

brothers, one older and one younger. In 

spite of family brokenness she grew up 

attending church. 

Moving to Kentucky to attend UK, 

she had a serendipitous encounter with a 

Christian girl named Laurie (Lou) who 

invited her to be her roommate. They 

have been best friends ever since. 

Laurie invited Julie to a Walk to 

Emmaus weekend, where Julie began a 

more intimate relationship with Jesus. 

―Walk to Emmaus,‖ says Julie, ―is a 

spiritual retreat designed to help 

Christians move deeper in their walk 

with Christ and become equipped as 

leaders in their own community.‖ 

After a series of moves, Julie felt God 

leading her back to Wilmore to settle 

down. Laurie (Lou) and her husband, 

Danny Hood, opened their home to her 

until she could find a job and a place to 

live. She found a part-time job, at a huge 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Wilmore Free 

Methodist Church 

Vision Statement 

Worshipping truly, 

Obeying fully, 

Serving joyfully, 

Watching expectantly, 

Being Christ’s 

presence in the world. 

Wilmore Free 

Methodist Church 

Mission 

Statement 

The mission of the 

WFMC is to glorify 

God as His holy people 

in worship, in 

discipling, and in 

serving one another 

and winning, 

nurturing, and 

preparing the 

unconverted in order 

to fulfill the great 

commission. 

Free Methodist 

Church of North 

America Mission 

Statement 

The mission of the 

Free Methodist Church 

is to make known to all 

people everywhere 

God’s call to 

wholeness through 

forgiveness and 

holiness in Jesus 

Christ, and to invite 

into membership and 

to equip for ministry 

all who respond in 

faith. 

Summer Fun...in the Son! 
S ummer will be here soon and 

the kids will be ready to play. 
At 7:00 p.m., on Wednesday 
evenings, we will have 
our “Summer Fun” 
program for children. 
This program is for 
children whose parents 

are in prayer meeting or working 
in the children and youth areas. 
There will be some lesson time and, 

when the weather 
permits, a play time 
outside. Come join us on 
June 17, at 7:00 p.m.  

 

his summer, our 4-year-olds through graduating 1st 

graders will have the opportunity to attend Children‘s 

Worship beginning June 21. The worship format will be 

similar to what we use during the school year. Summer 

Children‘s Worship will be offered in both services and 

will continue through August 9.  

Fun and Adventure Await at 

SonRock
Vacation Bible School 

June 8–12, 2009 

9 a.m.–Noon 

4-year-olds–5th grade 
 

Lively Songs, Hilarious Skits, Creative Crafts, Exciting Games,  

Wonderful Bible Stories, and Tasty Snacks 

Registration begins May 17. 
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MAY 

BIRTHDAYS 

5/1 Clayton Winter 

5/2 Sharon Madison 
Bryan Blankenship 

5/4 Hope Branan 

5/6 Edith Powdrill 
Alice Rogers 

5/7 Don Roxberry 

5/8 Cindy Peterson 

5/9 Kelly Baker 
Beverly Bray 

Ethan Goforth 

5/10 Cathy Bickert 
Lucas Weinberger 
Miriam Powdrill 

5/12 Roberta Zent 
Pat Gilmore 

5/16 Rhoda Wilkerson 
Tehya Sidler 

5/17 Wesley Folsom 

5/18 Hannah Eckhardt 

5/19 Gloria Weigle 

5/20 Jeri Roller 
Arlene Allen 

5/21 Joshua McDaniel 

5/22 Elizabeth Kappler 

5/23 Chuck Brock 
William Lowry 
Dillon Bickert 

Leonard Fitch 

5/24 Bernice Tinsley 

5/25 David Coulliette
  

5/26 Wayne Rogers 
Jonathon Kellogg 
Dickie Lee Porter 

5/27 Cliff Swaim 

5/28 Donna Anstett 
Bruce Branan 
Josiah Saunders 

5/30 Charlene 
Demaray 
Kimberlee Zabilka 

Happy 

Take “Note” 
Singing Celebration 

T he singing celebration will take 

place on May 10, at 6:00 p.m. This 

service, celebrating God‘s gift of song to 

us and the ways we offer it back to him, 

will be led by our sanctuary and youth 

choirs. Please plan to be a part of this 

service and bring your ―singing voice‖! 

Summer Music Ensemble 

Opportunities 

I t‘s that time of year! A combined 

men‘s and ladies‘ vocal ensemble will 

provide music ministry on two occasions 

while our choirs are on ―break‖ this 

summer. If you enjoy singing and would 

like to make a short-term commitment to 

a vocal ensemble, please plan now to 

participate. This group is open to anyone 

middle school age and up. All you need is 

a voice and a desire to minister! The 

tentative rehearsal and ministry dates are 

as follows (please watch the bulletin for 

updated scheduling information): 

June 21, 2009 

5:15 p.m. Combined Vocal 

Ensemble Rehearsal 

June 28, 2009 

5:15 p.m. Combined Vocal Ensemble 

Rehearsal 

6:00 p.m. Combined Vocal Ensemble 

music ministry for evening 

service 

July 5, 2009 

5:20 p.m. Combined Vocal Ensemble 

Rehearsal 

July 12, 2009 

5:20 p.m. Combined Vocal 

Ensemble 

Rehearsal 

July 19, 2009 

8:00 p.m. Combined Vocal 

Ensemble music ministry for 

both morning services 

Future Music Ministry Opportunities 

I t‘s never too early to plan ahead! If 

you are looking for ways to be 

involved in the music ministry of WFMC 

next fall, now is the time to start thinking! 

We have many opportunities, including 

vocal and instrumental 

solos, various choral 

and instrumental 

e n s e m b l e s , 

participation in the 

Sunday morning 

music worship teams, 

and more! There is a place 

for you. If you feel that this 

may be your area of 

ministry, please contact Mark Schell 

(mark.schell@asbury.edu) or Rose Evans 

(mrevans04@gmail.com).  

 Thanks 

T hank you to all of the many 

volunteers who have participated in 

music programs at WFMC throughout the 

past spring and fall. Each week, you 

sacrifice your time to be a part of this 

important ministry to our church. We 

greatly appreciate your willingness to use 

your gifts as a sweet offering to the Lord 

and could not minister without you! 

Thank you to the wonderful 

congregation for your support of the 

music ministry at WFMC and for the 

vibrant singing that you continue to offer 

on a weekly basis. You are the most 

important choir of the church and we do 

not take you for granted! 

Thank you to Samantha Sizemore for 

her work and dedication as music 

ministry intern this spring semester. We 

pray God‘s best for you and your 

ministry! 
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JUNE 

BIRTHDAYS 

6/3 Burnam Reynolds 
 Jordan 
Kellogg 

6/4 Andrew 
Weinberger 

6/7 Shirley McMillan 
Rowan Bickert 

6/9 Tim Smith 

6/10 Mark Schell 

6/11 Colin Winter 
William 
Underwood 
Bob Erny 

6/12 Kenny Isaac 
Proctor 

6/14 Violet Madill 

6/15 Arv Metcalf 

6/16 Josh Reynolds 
Nellie Kester 
Amy Cannon 

6/17 Mary Lynn Stathas 

6/19 James Demaray 
Mike Smith 

6/21 Erin Flanigan 

6/22 Gene Stathas 
Audrey Thompson 

6/23 Cathy Stonehouse 
Paul Kellogg 

6/24 Rose Evans 

6/25 Adam Schell 
Jim Bob Hiatt  
Caleb McDaniel 
Lauren Ury 

6/28 Glen Weinberger 

6/29 June Lowry 

6/30 Bill Smith 

Birthday! 

Women’s Ministries 
ANOINTED , TRANSFORMED , REDEEMED  
A Study on the Life of David 

Three Authors, Three Generations, Three Perspectives 

One Bible Study! 

Priscilla Shirer, Beth Moore, and Kay Arthur 

Wilmore Free Methodist Church 

Tuesday Evening Ladies Bible Study 

May 5, 2009 to June 16, 2009 

6:30–8:45 p.m. 

Workbook = $13 due first night 

D avid was anointed but he made mistakes. And though he was redeemed, still he 

grappled with the choices he made. But he was transformed, and we can be, too. 

For more information, contact Pam Pepper at 223-7495 or peppers@windstream.net. 

Ladies Spring Tea 
May 14, 2009 
―Let‘s Get Purse-onal‖ 

7:00–8:30 p.m. 

CMC 

 

L adies and little girls of all ages are invited 

to attend. Volunteers are needed to host 

tables and prepare food. See the bulletin or 

Welcome Center for more information. 
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Spring Retreat 2009 
By Kasey Tinsley 

A s the sun slowly rises behind the 

mess hall and the smell of breakfast 

hangs in the morning air, Eagle Ridge 

gradually begins to wake up. Eagle Ridge, 

of course, is the retreat center where our 

youth group goes every Spring and Fall to 

spend a weekend with other youth groups 

from the New South Conference. 

This particular weekend consisted of 

fun, games, amazing food, music, 

worship, several great messages from our 

speaker, and rain…rain? Sadly, yes, it did 

rain during this Spring retreat, but that 

didn‘t dampen the spirits of any of the 

youth. Thankfully, the weather let up 

Saturday afternoon so that we could 

spend the rest of the day in the warm 

sunshine. 

Ben McLaughlin blessed all of us by 

coming with us and leading our worship 

in music every morning and evening. 

Some of the songs, such as ―Overflow,‖ 

were new to some of the youth, but we 

caught on fast and loved every minute of 

the music time. But these retreats aren‘t 

just fun and music—they are for quiet 

time with God as well. 

Our speaker, Dr. Al Buckta, pastor of 

the First Free Methodist Church of 

Gallatin, Tennessee, gave us several 

messages about witnessing during the 

extent of the weekend. He told us about 

some of his personal experiences on how 

even when you‘re rejected the first time 

when trying to witness about God to 

others, never, ever give up on them. 

As Sunday morning rolled around, 

everybody gathered for pictures and to eat 

lunch together before we all packed up 

and went our separate ways, but only 

leaving in us the want to revisit Eagle 

Ridge next time. 

Pictured LðR: (back row) Grace Branan, Rachel Wittenberg, Ben Marchál, Reed 

Wilbanks, Luke Hiatt, ???, Nathan Hiatt, Caleb Blankenship, ???, Andrew 

Wittenberg, ???, Adam Schell, Sarah Blankenship, Jordan Kellogg, Hannah 
Schell, ???, (front row) Sarah Redmon?, Melyssa Wittenberg, Aaron 

Sweigard, ???, Sam Cooper, ???, Annie Yoder, ???, Sarah Bradley, Hannah 

Weigle, and Ben McLaughlin. 
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5/14 7:00 p.m. 
Ladies’ Tea 
(CMC) 

5/16 8:30 a.m. 
Men’s breakfast 
(WFMC) 

5/17 6:00 p.m. 
HS graduation 
recognition service 
and reception 

5/18 6:15 p.m. 
Outreach event 

5/19 Primary Election 
Day—No school 

5/25 Memorial Day 

5/27 7:00 p.m. 
CLC Awards Night 

5/29–30 
New South 
Conference 
Annual 
Conference 
(WFMC) 

JUNE 

6/3 7:00 p.m. 
Summer activity 
for children 
provided during 
prayer services 

6/6 Bible Quiz meet 
(WFMC) 

6/7 9:40 a.m. 
All-church 
breakfast 

 No Sunday School 

 VBS worker 
dedication 

6/8–12 
9:00–Noon 
Vacation Bible 
School 

6/10 No children’s 
activities. There 
will be youth group 
and adult prayer 
meeting. 

6/14 6:00 p.m. 
VBS program and 
social 

Events Calendar 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 8) 

 
 

OUTRAGEOUS OUTBACK by Ben Marchál 
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6/16 6:30 p.m. 
Ladies’ Summer 
Bible Study 
concludes 

6/17 7:00 p.m. 
Summer Fun 
begins 

6/20 8:30 a.m. 
Men’s breakfast 
(Golden Corral) 

6/21–26 
Wilmore Camp 
Meeting 

6/22–28 
Conference Youth 
Camp 

JULY 

7/4 Independence 
Day 

 All-church picnic 
and watching 
fireworks! (time 
TBD) 

Events Calendar 

(Continued from page 7) New Books for the Library 

For Preschoolers: 

It‘s Hard to Hurry When You‘re a 

Snail 

Christopher and His Family 

That‘s My Colt 

5 Cheesy Stories 

You Can Do It! (by Tony Dungy) 

For girls, ages 8–12 (Starlight Animal 

Rescue Series): 

Runaway 

Mad Dog 

Wild Cat 

Dark Horse 

New DVDs in the Library 

Adventures in Friendship (Mister 

Roger’s Neighborhood) 

Beyond the Manger 

Skeeter and the Lost Mosquito 

Treasurers 

Cocka Dooodle Doo the Right Thing 

Miss Patty Cake’s Eggstravaganza 

The Hiding Place 

The Ten Commandments 

Returning Library Materials 

W hen returning library materials, 

please place them in the return 

box to the right of the library door. If the 

materials are too large for the return box, 

place them in the donation box on the 

floor (in the corner). Thank you.  

Book Reviews 

It‘s Hard to Hurry When You‘re a Snail 

by Dorothy Stewart 

I read It’s Hard to Hurry When You’re 

a Snail to my younger brothers. It starts 

out when Snail begins a 

journey. He meets many 

animals who are in a 

hurry. He keeps saying 

―Maybe I should hurry, 

too. But it’s hard to 

hurry when you’re a snail.‖ To find out 

why the animals were in a hurry, you will 

have to read the book. We think you’ll 

like it! 

—Benjamin Diddle, age 7 

Left Behind Series by Jerry B. Jenkins 

and Tim LaHaye 

Have you ever thought about how life 

would be after the rapture? Well that is 

exactly what the Left Behind Series for 

kids is all about! 

Four teens find themselves ―left 

behind‖ when others were taken to 

heaven by God. They had no 

one to go to...until they meet 

Bruce Barns. He is a pastor 

of the local church (the 

same job as Dwight and 

Reed). The kids are led to 

Christ, with the help of 

Bruce, after some shocking 

events. But a big problem arises when a 

group of murderers kill Lionel’s uncles. 

The criminals move into his house and 

kick Lionel out. 

I would suggest this series because it 

is an action packed Christian adventure. 

—Seth Padgett, age 12 

Library News  

PLEASE DO NO RESHELVE 

THE LIBRARY MATERIALS! 

Someone checked out the DVD entitled, Bibleman—In His 

Presence of Enemies, without signing his/her name on the 

card. Please return it. 
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JULY 

BIRTHDAYS 

7/1 Felicia Roher 
Janie Faul 

7/2 Kathie Leigh 
Muñoz 

7/3 Audrey Goodloe 
Esther Brooks 

7/4 Anthony Headley 
Grace Holmes 

7/5 Nathan Hiatt 

7/7 Wesley Cannon 

7/8 Bob Cassidy 
Dorothy 
Thompson 
Emily Fitch 

7/9 Evelyn Barnard 
Jody Brock 

7/10 Neil Flanigan 
Dale Hale 

7/11 Carole Dickie 

7/12 Vodis Thompson 

7/14 Rick Maynard 

7/15 Chuck Sweetser 

7/16 Susan Folsom  

7/17 Mary Bennett 
JonMark Bickert 
Leah Sweetser 

7 /18 Don Zent 
Machel Reynolds 

7/19 Rick Boyd 

7/20 Mary Mavis 
Joe Cooper 
Peter Cooper 

7/23 Dorothy Mitchell 

7/25 Ryan Padgett 

7/26 Mark Underwood 
Don Sweigard 

7/27 Esther James 
Herb Livingston 

7/29 Nellie Smith 
Laura Barnum 

7/30 Stan Wiggam 
Parker 
Weinberger 
Julie Caldwell 
Cathy Thompson 
Roger Mitchell 
Kirk Fraser 

7/31 Dale Underwood 

Prime Timers Senior Adult News 

I f you are age 60 or better and are not 

attending our senior adult events, you 

are missing a lot of fun and fellowship, as 

well as learning! In March we had a 

―Spectacular Spud Party‖ at our Friday 

luncheon. What fun and 

laughter we had! Winners 

of the Spud decorating 

contest were declared and 

their prize was a bag of 

potato chips! Thank you to 

the Wrestling with Truth 

Adult Bible Fellowship 

(ABF) class for the 

delicious ―tator‖ lunch. 

In April we heard 

―Squabble Creek Tales‖ 

with spiritual lessons from 

Roy Lauter. 

We went from laughter 

to tears and learned, also, 

about digging wells for 

water in Africa. The Layman‘s ABF class 

served a delicious Easter luncheon that 

day. 

We will not have the monthly 

luncheons during the summer months. 

We will begin again in 

September, on the first 

Friday. However, we do 

have a couple of activities 

scheduled for the summer. 

We will take a boat ride 

on the Kentucky River 

from Shaker Landing on 

Saturday, June 20, and go 

to the Lexington Legends 

baseball game on Friday 

evening, July 27. You can 

call Patti at the church 

office (858-3521) to sign 

up for either of those 

events. 

love first with her 2½ year-old daughter, 

then with Arlene. They were married in 

July 1979 in Big Rapids. 

The Allens have three children and 

three grandchildren. Daisy, husband, Jon, 

and their children, Joie (10) and Joshua 

(7), live in Joliet, IL. Curt and wife, 

Heather, live in Nicholasville and have a 

son, Aiden (9 months) and a baby due in 

September. Daughter, Leslie, is single and 

lives near Chicago. 

Devoted to the ministry of 

grandparenting, the Allens are active in 

Grandparents Who Pray and the Wrestling 

with Truth adult Bible fellowship class. 

Arlene participates in the women‘s 

Tuesday night Bible study, and Curt helps 

with the transportation and men‘s 

ministries while pursuing ordination as a 

Free Methodist pastor. 

The Curt Allen Family 

(Continued from page 2) 

cut in pay, which turned into a full-time 

position with overtime until the door 

opened to work at Asbury College as 

director of marketing and special projects 

in the Master of Social Work program. 

Simply put, she says, she‘s an admissions 

counselor. 

After not seeing her father since she 

was two years old, she was reunited with 

him in her mid twenties. Both he and his 

wife became Christians, as did her 

mother and stepfather. ―God is a God of 

healing and restoration of relationships,‖ 

she asserts. 

Julie is launching a new WFMC 

ministry called SPLASH! (single parents 

love, assist, share, hear). Also in the 

works is a singles ministry called BAM! 

(Bible and a Meal) and another called 

Get Your Game On! 

The Jobryce Family 

(Continued from page 2) 

Jay Dargan shows off his 

spud decoration. 
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MAY 

ANNIVERSARIES 

5/1 Don & Rita 
Schreiner 

5/3 Charlie & Patti 
Fiskeaux  

5/6 Chuck and Lynne 
Fuller 

5/7 Jeff & Pam Hiatt 

5/8 Bill & Nellie Smith 

5/9 Glen & Ruth 
Weinberger 

5/10 Roger & Dorothy 
Mitchell 
Loyd & Bettie 
Cook 

5/19 Don & Roberta 
Zent 
Bill & Karen 
Jamison 

5/21 Annette & Chris 
Wittenberg 

5/23 Glen & Lisa Sidler 

5/27 Dean & Ruth 
Cook 

5/28 Tim & Cathy 
Bickert 

5/29 Ken & Christina 
Proctor 

5/30  Harold & 
MaryJane Behm 

JUNE 

ANNIVERSARIES 

6/3 Burnam & Machel 
Reynolds 

6/5 Cecil & Johnetta 
Zweifel 

6/7 Del & Lyn Searls 

6/8 Sam & Pat 
Gilmore 

6/11 Lynn & Rosie 
Cooper 

6/12 Bruce & Laura 
Branan 

6/17 James & Charlene 
Demaray 
Barry & Fran May 

6/18 Don & Patti 
Butterworth 

FFF: Moldy Thoughts 
By David Coulliette 

I n times of economic or political 

uncertainty, I‘m tempted to retreat 

from following the patterns of the 

Kingdom to focusing on worldly 

solutions to our problems. Yet, by God‘s 

grace, our citizenship clearly belongs in 

Heaven. Placing too much emphasis on 

the things of this world reminds me of 

Pastor Daryl‘s metaphor of remodeling a 

hotel room; it makes much more sense to 

invest  in  our 

permanent home. 

We have ample 

Biblical examples of 

God‘s faithfulness 

when He calls for 

obed i en ce  t ha t 

doesn‘t make sense 

to  the world. 

Abraham left a 

secure setting for an 

u n k n o w n 

destination. Moses 

was an unlikely 

leader for a group of 

unarmed slaves in the face of the most 

powerful military system of the day. 

When the Israelites asked for a king so 

they could ―be like the nations around 

us‖ (I Samuel 8:20), they were delighted 

with one that looked the part. But after 

Saul‘s disobedience, God chose a boy 

who didn‘t fit the people‘s kingly mold 

but had heart after God‘s.  

The pattern continues in the New 

Testament. No one would expect the 

Messiah to be born in a stable to peasant 

parents, and to be honest, few of us would 

have supported Jesus‘ strategic focus on 

the poor, sick and most vulnerable. Didn‘t 

He know that the way to build an 

organization for change was to pick the 

―best and the brightest‖? I don‘t think 

many of the disciples had Jewish Ivy 

League pedigrees! Paul summarizes the 

reason for God‘s tendency to have his 

followers ―swim upstream‖ to the world‘s 

pattern in I Corinthians 1:27–29: 

Instead, God chose things the world 

considers foolish in order to shame 

those who think they are wise. And he 

chose things that are powerless to 

shame those who are powerful. God 

chose things despised by the world, 

things counted as nothing at all, and 

used them to bring 

to nothing what 

t h e  w o r l d 

c o n s i d e r s 

important. As a 

result, no one can 

ever boast in the 

presence of God. 

I find it particularly 

frustrating when I 

fall back into the 

w o r l d ‘ s  m o l d 

because I have had 

ample opportunities 

t o  s e e  H i s 

countercultural work in my life. I 

repeatedly saw my parents follow His 

leadership in opposition to worldly 

standards. Whether moving from growing 

churches to ―hopeless cases‖ (in the eyes 

of the denominational leadership) or 

taking a pay cut to work at a small 

Christian college, their hearts were 

(Continued on page 15) 

―Don’t copy the behavior and 

customs of this world, but let 

God transform you into a new 

person by changing the way 

you think. Then you will learn 

to know God’s will for you, 

which is good and pleasing and 

perfect.‖  

Romans 12.1–2 (NLT) 



May–June 2009 Wilmore Free Methodist Church 

11 

6/19 Michael & Carole 
Dickie 

6/21 Joe & Barb 
Crouse 

6/22 Ron & Bonnie 
Kotesky 
Dick & Barbara 
Barker 

6/23 Ralph & Nellie 
Kester, ann 
Grace & A.D. 
Albright 
Larry & Sammie 
Moore 

6/25 Mike & Pam 
Pepper 

6/28 Caleb & Aurora 
Wang 

6/29 Kirk & Bonnie 
Fraser 

6/30 Sam & Rachell 
Powdrill 

JULY 

ANNIVERSARIES 

7/9 Chadwick & Sarah 
Spencer 

7/14 Curtis & Arlene 
Allen  

7/15 John & Marilyn 
Swaim 

7/16 Ben & Renee 
Riffell 

7/17 Mark & Rose 
Evans 

7 /18 Bob & Teresa 
Cassidy 

7/20 Timothy & Joyce 
Thomas 
Warren & 
Marguerite Brude 

7/30 Earle & Dottie 
Bowen 
Vodis & Audrey 
Thompson 
Ralph & Grace 
Yoder 

7/31 Keith & Jenny 
Madill 

CAREGIVERS Support Group 
Our Purpose 

T he purpose of the Caregivers‘ 

Support Group is to find and offer 

support to those who provide care for 

another and to receive education and 

ideas from the facilitator, speakers, and 

other group members. Anyone w h o 

is currently providing 

care for a loved one, 

who has provided 

care, or who 

anticipates doing 

so, is welcome to 

attend.  

Upcoming Meeting 

Thursday, May 14, 2009 

7:00–8:30 p.m. 

Wilmore Senior Community Center 

Wesley Village 

Topic: 

―How To Deal With a Loved One Who is 

Confused or Uncooperative‖ 

Speaker: Jo Hudson, Alzheimer‘s 

Association 

For additional information, please call 

the Hospice office at 887-2696 or contact 

Ralph or Nellie Kester at 858-9979. 

would substitute psychology for religion 

and deify science. I would lure priests and 

pastors into misusing boys and girls, and 

church money.  

If I were the devil I‘d make the symbol 

of Easter an egg, and the symbol of 

Christmas a bottle.  

If I were the devil I‘d take from those 

who have, and give to those who want it, 

until I had killed the incentive of the 

ambitious. And what‘ll you bet I could 

get whole states to promote gambling as 

the way to get rich.  

I would caution against extremes, hard 

work, patriotism, and moral conduct.  

I would convince the young that 

marriage is old fashioned, that playing 

around is more fun—that what you see on 

TV is the way to be. And thus I could 

undress you in public, and I could lure 

you into bed with diseases for which there 

is no cure.  

In other words, if I were the devil I 

would just keep on doing what he is 

doing.‖ 

—Paul Harvey, March 16, 1993 

Understandé 

(Continued from page 1) 

4/16  8:15 p.m.  Faith UMC 

4/23  6:15 p.m. Grace Evang. F‘ship 

4/30 8:15 p.m. Turning Point 

 
5/7 6:15 p.m. 1st Alliance 

5/14 8:15 p.m. Jess. Christian 

5/21 7:15 p.m. Church of the Savior 

5/28  7:15 p.m. LDS 

 
6/4 7:15 p.m. Church of the Savior 

ll games are played at Sims Field 

in Wilmore. Bring your own 

peanuts and Cracker Jack. 
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Wilmore Campmeeting: 
June 21–26, 2009 
Y ou are invited to be a part of the 

119th consecutive Holiness 

Campmeeting to be held June 21–26. The 

Camp Board is excited about this year‘s 

speakers and is praying for a fresh 

movement of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Dr. Glen Spann 

will serve as the 

evangelist during 

the 7:00 p.m. 

worship service 

and Dr. Donald 

Demaray will 

bring the 10:30 

a.m. Bible Study, 

which will focus 

on ―The Prayers of Jesus.‖ Dr Glen 

Flanigan will lead the music during the 

evening worship, with individuals and 

groups from the community providing 

special music. 

Plans are being made for another 

outstanding youth camping program. 

Johnny Strange, youth pastor at the 

Wilmore United Methodist Church, is 

returning as camp director and speaker; 

also returning will be ―One Lane Bridge,‖ 

the worship band that had a great positive 

impact on last year‘s youth.  

The 2008 youth camp included 65 

participants from eight churches along 

with campers not affiliated with any 

church. The camp was close to capacity 

last year and early registration returns will 

be vital this year to 

assure acceptance. 

The early, reduced 

cost registration 

deadline is June 1. 

After June 1, the 

cost goes up. See 

Reed Wilbanks for 

registration forms 

or call Allen 

Holmes at 858-

9530. 

Mark and Kathy Davila will return for 

the fourth year as leaders of an 

outstanding children‘s program during the 

morning Bible Study and evening 

worship services. Nursery will also be 

provided. There will be pre-service prayer 

time in the McPheeters Prayer Chapel at 

10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.. All are invited. 

Please pray with us for a special 

visitation from God during this year‘s 

c a m p m e e t i n g !  P l e a s e  v i s i t 

www.wilmorecampmeeting.org for more 

information. 

Dr. Glen Spann Dr. Don Demaray 

http://www.wilmorecampmeeting.org/
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This May and through October, the Church and Society Ministry is beginning 

―Campfires for a Cause.‖ What‘s that? Well, it‘s a blending of the primal, cultural and 

natural activity of a campfire with the relatively modern baby shower. We need several 

people willing to host a campfire one time a month. The hosts can invite their Sunday 

School class, or newcomers or an open invitation or whomever they decide. Hosts can 

make it an occasion for a common meal or just for smores. The hosts for the upcoming 

weekend will be listed on the back of the Worship folder and the hosts for the month on 

the Church and Society tab at www.wfmc.net. 

OK, I got the Campfire bit; what‘s the Cause? Each month, a local or international 

ministry is emphasized, and their needs are presented. For example, in May, we will be 

collecting items from a needs list given by All God‘s Children in Nicholasville. The 

hosts will have the list and it‘ll also be posted on the Church and Society link. People 

tending these fires will bring items for that ministry need. We‘d like if one or two from 

each group would personally deliver the items. In June, we‘ll be collecting items (no 

cakes, hacksaws or files, please) for men in prison. In July, we‘ll provide water 

purification kits through Roy Lauter for African villages. August and September are 

open for ideas and/or emergencies. Finally, in October, we will have a group fire at the 

church when we will ask people to bring winter wear. Bibles will be collected every 

month. 

Please contact me via e-mail at ralphsyjr@aol.com for hosting a fire or ministry 

ideas or causes. Also, if interested in serving on the Church and Society team, I‘d love 

to have you.  

Thanks!  

Ralph Yoder 

858-3707 or 553-1903  

 

In the mid 80‘s we ran a canoe trip on the upper Delaware for our youth and that 

evening we talked about all the campfires Jesus and His disciples had. We talked of 

them using flint, carrying hot coals packed in ashes wrapped in palm branches. How 

did the risen Jesus start that fire on the beach; with flint or with a ‗word‘? 

Fast forward to now, hundreds of campfires later and multiple readings in the 

Gospels. Campfires are a vehicle to fellowship, stories, and remain a social event 

linking us to the Gospel accounts we read. This connection reappeared in January when 

reading the feeding of the four thousand in Matthew 15: 29-39 and Mark 8: 1-9. The 

setting is the grassy and forested ―lonely‖ place, northeast of Bethsaida; about one 

o‘clock on the Sea of Galilee. Jesus worried about their welfare, specifically their lack 

of nourishment and stamina because during this three-day event they hardly ate. 

Imagine the atmosphere those nights as Jesus wandered around the groups and squatted 

at the fires with them. People wishing their relatives and friends were here for this. 

Four thousand! That‘s seven times what we average in each of our morning worship 

services in an area of 4100 square feet. Step behind the CMC and look out and down 

and in your minds eye, imagine four thousand people and scores of campfires. 

Then Chuck, a hiking buddy, told me about a few people in Tennessee who got 

together around a campfire and collected shoes. These three ‗happenings‘ are the stuff 

behind ―Campfires for a Cause.‖ 
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SPLASHing Into Ministry:  

Are You Ready to Take the Plunge? 
By Julie Jobryce 

W FMC is ready to launch a new 

ministry and we need your help! 

If you are a single parent, or have a desire 

to come alongside single parents in 

fellowship and ministry, please keep 

reading...this is for you! 

SPLASH! (Single Parents—Love,  

Assist, Share, Hear) is a new ministry 

designed to bring single parents 

and other adults together to 

form extended families of 

support. 

Are you as 

single parent who 

would like to have 

someone to call 

when you or 

one of your 

c h i l d r e n 

g e t s 

sick? 

O r 

perhaps 

you‘d just 

like to have 

a n  a d u l t 

co nv e rs a t io n  ov e r  supp er 

sometime? Maybe you don‘t have family 

nearby and would love to have some local 

―grandparents,‖ ―aunts,‖ or ―uncles‖ for 

your children? Whatever your need or 

desire, we want to help you find the 

family who can love you and your 

children, assist you when you need an 

extra hand, share time with your family 

and hear what‘s on your heart and mind. 

Are you a single adult or married 

couple who would love to get connected 

with a family? Perhaps you now have an 

―empty nest‖ or have never had children 

of your own. Maybe you also have family 

far away, but would like to have a local 

family, too! Would you like to have a 

family who will love you, 

assist you, 

s h a r e 

t i m e 

with you, 

and hear 

you? 

W e 

want to help 

people just 

l i k e 

y o u 

t o 

g e t 

connected! Single 

parents, their 

children and any 

adults who wish to make a SPLASH! are 

invited to a fellowship meal after second 

service on Sunday, May 17. Please 

contact Julie Jobryce for more 

information: jjobryce@gmail.com or 859-

684-1193. 

SPLASH!  
(Single ParentsðLove,  

Assist, Share, Hear) is a 

new ministry designed to 

bring single parents and 

other adults together to 

form extended families of 

support. 

Upcoming SPLASH! Events  

May 1 8:00 p.m. ―Get Your Game On!‖ 

Game night at Julie Jobryce‘s house 

May 21 6:30 p.m. ―BAM!‖ (Bible and a Meal Fellowship) 

A meal plus devotional and prayer time at Julie Jobryce‘s house 
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focused on serving Christ in the place and 

position He assigned. When I‘ve had the 

courage to make similar decisions, I‘ve 

seen His faithfulness without fail. 

So, should we back off on our FFF 

campaign until a more favorable 

economic climate appears? Isn‘t this a 

foolish time to consider a building 

project? Aren‘t times a bit too uncertain 

for us to commit to a significant gift from 

our family‘s resources? Well, if you ask 

most financial advisors, the answers to 

these and similar questions might be 

affirmative. After thinking about the 

nonconventional pattern that God has 

ordained in the past, maybe that‘s enough 

to convince me that we should accelerate 

our plans! But think about this from 

another perspective. Our leadership and 

our entire fellowship are convinced of 

God‘s leadership in this project. The 

ministries of our church are growing 

rapidly and many of these are becoming 

limited by our facilities. We don‘t need 

the space so we can spread out more 

comfortably on Sunday mornings; we 

need space for new and growing efforts to 

serve the needs of our community and our 

county. The difficult economic period that 

we are facing has created more need for 

these services. So, the vision hasn‘t 

changed and the needs have increased. 

How do you think God would address 

these questions? 

So please continue to keep FFF 

upfront in your prayers and thoughts. 

Don‘t be surprised if God asks us to play 

by a different set of rules than those 

offered by the world! His resources are 

not limited and He has already told us 

how to best secure our investments 

(Matthew 6:19–21). 

Moldy Thoughts 

(Continued from page 10) 
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